After the Cataclysm,
Before the Storm

Sau Tham Hoa,
Truéc Giong To

KL%
E B =N

April 1 - 29,2023
Ngay 1 thang 4 - Ngay 29 thang 4 ndm 2023
2023 4F 4F1H - 4H29H

Thursday - Saturday: 3 - 7pm
Tht Nam - Thu Bay: 3 - 7 gi6 chiéu
Y- 215N ¢ 3-7pm

Alvin Luong in collaboration
with Vicky Do and Doan Toan

Alvin Luong véi su cong tac
cung Vicky Do va Doan Thanh Toan

mi_ /\
Vicky Do #[] Doan Toan éﬁf

Fr

CREE 1% > JRFLIRT) 8\ E LURT R B R n] 2SR /5 PR — R S LU
ZIRFCB A RO 8 R JEE s RS © FEAIRAV A anflBarh - s (AR — R AT ~ &=
e~ R A M EA LRGP IREE S - SR XEREELS LS
Fir > LT 2 G R R T 5 1E 5 sd S FER R 2 - AEE 529t -
51515 B R T SRR LA B » T RIS AT S5 A 8 SE RS TR (v
i o it AR S AL R BhEs - a8 REL1E G BT (e Y e 5 1 o

TEdH R I B2 IR R - ﬁ%ﬂ%&kﬁfﬁﬂuﬁﬂﬁiﬁ@ﬁ@ I 751
o B T E RO Y - e EBIERRF A — A E LR A R AR
REEME  EEE —(EE TS EA RIS - f2019?§f5‘7’\ﬁﬁﬂ3 HOHIR H B
Tk st H G ERYHE o FRATACRER DIBEEE ) S BERH B 1 > HAE O EAD

FERL BAERT T RIAR IR OL G XA RS SR R » FET AR SR A Annie Wong 25 1
HIEEE - [ ) Annieth G AHIRYESZ o 18 LRI AR 1 a (EBE R
H @R EAS -

Mt
2}

o
oo
b

IeIEHE DL G 2 1% - BT B fERRIR (bl D& EiRhaieE
(1 B o S R s S MR T o B T A LEEIGE AN » HOBES 1 EE R A Vicky
Do » #@#% 2% Doan Toan » %2 \. Do Tuong Linh I A\E{EXEH -

Introduction

Alvin Luong

After the Cataclysm, Before the Storm is an intimate reflection on losing place and becoming placeless.
The efforts of this inquiry are focused on Vietnam where history moves at a rapid cadence. Within

the period of one lifetime the country has convulsed from divisive wars for liberation from French to
American occupations, communist reunification, and a transition to a capitalist market economy. Each
transformation of Vietnam has created a place for many and has dialectically rendered many others
placeless, both within the country and beyond its borders. In the future, major parts of Vietnam’s

most populated cities, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, and the areas around these cities are projected to be
underwater as sea levels rise due to climate change. The works in this project consider being placeless

from these past and upcoming upheavals.

The project took its initial formation in late 2019 when I was living with my family in the rural outskirts
of Ho Chi Minh City. The land was a former battlefield and a radical commune that produced agitation
propaganda against French occupation. It also served as a training ground for guerillas resisting
American forces. I witnessed daily flooding on this land which grows in severity year-after-year. War
and revolution made my parents refugees and I worry that climate change could render the rest of the
family in Vietnam refugees too. These thoughts grew into conversations with Annie Wong, Curator of
Programming and Public Engagement at Gallery TPW, who shares a similar history of being placeless
from Vietnam. These conversations resulted in my residency with Gallery TPW where this project was

developed.

The title of this project, After the Cataclysm, Before the Storm, points towards the present moment
where the tumultuous history of Vietnam seems as observable as the country’s future in the wake of
climate change. To expand the vantage point offered in the present, I have invited filmmaker Vicky Do
and dance choreographer Doan Toan to create new artworks, as well as the curator Do Tuong Linh to

write a new text to reflect on this project.

Loi Gidi Thiéu

Alvin Luong

Sau Thdm Hoa, Trudc Giong T trinh bay mot suy ngdm vé cha dé mét dét va phi noi chén. Tiéu diém
cta du 4n nay tap trung vao Viét Nam, noi ma lich st dugc xay ra véi mot t6c dé chong mat. Chi trong
mot doi nguoi, dat nude nay da trai qua cac cudc chién tranh danh doc lap tit Phap va My, thong nhat
dudi ché d6 Cong Sin, va md minh don chao nén kinh té thi trudng tu ban. Vi méi sy chuyén déi,
Viét Nam da tao ra dit séng cho nhiéu ngudi, nhung dong thoi ciing ldy di noi & ctia nhiéu nguoi khac
& trong va ngoai lanh thé cta ho. Trong tuong lai, phan 16n cdc thanh phé 16n cta Viét Nam, Ha Noi,
Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, va nhiing viing l4n cdn dugc du béo sé chim khi muc nudce bién dén cao vi
bién d6i khi hau. Nhiing tdc phdm trong du 4n nay nhin vao sy v6 dinh trong nhiing bién déng trong
qué kht va tuong lai.

Du 4n nay bat dau hinh thanh vao cudi ndm 2019 khi t6i s6ng véi gia dinh trong ving ven Thanh phd
Ho6 Chi Minh. Khu vuc nay trudc day tling 1a chién trudng va khu tap thé cich mang, noi da tao ra c6
dong va tuyén truyén chdng lai sy chiém dong ctia Phap. Noi day ciing tiing la quan trudng dao tao du
kich chéng quan doéi My. Chinh mit t6i da ching kién manh dat nay tré nén ngép luc ning né tit nam
nay qua ndm Khac. Chién tranh va cach mang da khién ba va me t6i trd thanh ngudi ti nan, va t6i lo s¢
rang thay d6i khi hau ciing sé cé tac dong nhu vay v6i nhiing ngudsi thin con lai ctia t6i & Viét Nam.
Nhiing suy nghi va lo 4u nay dan xuét hién trong cdc cudc tro chuyén gitta toi va Annie Wong, giam
tuyén chuong trinh va du 4n cong dong tai trung tdm nghé thuit Gallery TPW. Nhu t6i, Annie cling c6
nhiing trai nghiém v6 dinh véi Viét Nam. Tt nhiing cudc tro chuyén déy, téi da c6 mot thoi gian luu
tru tai Gallery TPW d€ phit trién du 4n nay.

Véi tua dé, Sau Tham Hoa, Trudc Giong T6, t6i muon noi téi thoi hién tai khi ma lich st day song gié
ctia Viét Nam dang tré nén ro rang nhu tuong lai ctia dét nude trude bién d6i khi hdu. Nham ma rong
ra tdm nhin duong dai vé chti dé nay, t6i ¢4 moi nha lam phim Vicky D6 va bién dao mua Doan Thanh

Toan tao ra vai tdc phdm mdi, va gidm tuyén D6 Tudng Linh viét mét bai cdm nghi vé du an.



List of Artworks:

Conscription Pictures Bong Bénh (Buoyant)

Alvin Luong Doan Toan
2022 2023
Mixed media installation Video

acrylic, aluminum, pork, pine, salt, and zinc Duration: 18:35

plated clamps.

Hole Story Nothing Belongs To Us
Alvin Luong Vicky Do

2023 2023

Video Video

Duration: 17:05 Duration: 19:58

Alvin Luong (4283t) works with stories of human migration, land, and dialogues from diasporic
working class communities to create artworks that reflect upon historical development and its intimate

effects on the lives of people.

Vicky Do (b.1990) graduated from Texas Tech University and is pursuing an MFA in Creative Media at
City University of Hong Kong. Her work focuses on the displacement of people, the politics of urban

planning and archival practices.

As a choreographer, Toan Doan explores personal and political matters such as queer belonging, sub-
versive sensuality, and the Vietnamese coastal life. Toan was trained in Yorchha (contemporary Indian
dance) and African-based movements. Toan enjoys experimenting with new approaches to dance and

collaborating with interdisciplinary artists.
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Danh sach tic phdm:

Nhiing Hinh Anh Nhip Ngii Bong Bénh

Alvin Luong Doan Thanh Toan
2022 2023

Sép dat da phuong tién Video

Cha bong heo, muéi, va mau acrylic. Thoi lugng: 18:35

Céiu Chuyén Cdi H6 Khéng Gi Thudc vé Chiing Ta
Alvin Luong Vicky bd

2023 2023

Video Video

Thoi lugng: 17:05 Thoi lugng: 19:58

Alvin Luong (22 #81t) st dung chét liéu tit cac cAu chuyén di cu, dét dai, va chia sé cua cdc cong dong
lao dong tha huong dé tao ra cac tac phdm nham ngdm nghi vé sy phat trién lich st va cac tac dong sau

sdc cuia no 1én cudc séng ngudi dan.

Vicky D6 (sn. 1990), lam viéc véi video, chii nghia va sap dat. Nghién ctiu ctia ¢6 chi trong vao sy di-
chuyén ctia con ngudi, tinh chinh tri ctia qui hoach d6 thi va cdc thyc hanh luu trii. C6 tling trién 1am &

HK, Dai Loan, Indonesia va Viét Nam. Hién tai c6 dang lam gidm tuyén tai San Art (VN).

Bién dao Poan Thanh Toan (kham phd nhting chu dé vita ca nhén, viia chinh tri nhu sy-thudc-vé cta
ngudi queer, nhuc cam (dé€) da ph4, va doi song duyén hai qué minh. Nén tdng mua cta Toan 1a Yorch-
ha (mua duong dai An Do) va chuyén dong goc Phi. Toan tim cach tiép can mua khac di thong qua viéc

hop tac véi nhiéu nghé si da nganh.

Gallery TPW
Gallery TPW is a leading artist-run centre dedicated to exhibiting underrepresented artistic and

curatorial practices that push the boundaries of lens-based work.

Gallery TPW la mot trung tdim nghé thuit do nghé si diéu hanh. Chung t6i dan dau va tim huyét trong
hoat dong trung bay cac dy dn nghé thuét va gidm tuyén kém dai dién, nham muc dich mé rong gisi

han cua tac phdm nghé thuét st dung 6ng kinh.
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Whippersnapper Gallery
594b Dundas Street West, Toronto, Ontario, M5T 1H5

Whippersnapper Gallery is an artist-run centre committed to the cultivation of inclusive spaces for

emerging visual and media arts, community arts, and experimental forms of exhibition making.

Whippersnapper Gallery 1a m¢t khong gian nghé thuat do nghé si diéu hanh véi muc dich phat trién
mot moi trudng than thién véi nghé thuét thi gidc va truyén thong dang phét trién, nghé thuat cong
dong, va cac hinh thdc trién lam thtt nghiém.
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Translations: Tak Pham, Henry Heng Lu, and Winnie Wu.
HO trg phién dich: Henry Heng Lu, Tak Pham, va Winnie Wu.
Fi%: Tak Pham ~ Henry Heng Lu £[1 Winnie Wu ©

Gallery TPW w
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